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Roadside Assistance

If you have ever driven along the edge of a sheer cliff, you
know, as | do, no matter how much you focus on the road,
your awareness of the edge causes anxiety and stress. Even
a short drive under these conditions is tiresome. Living that
way is exhausting!

There have always been households living on the edge of
the financial cliff. Trying to get bills paid takes time; time
often means suffering penalties, fees, or higher rates. It’s
like losing control when there is no margin for error.

Truth is... most of us traveled that road at some point to get
where we are. Some managed the narrow road and “got
through it”. Others likely received a little help from some-
where, even if just temporary, in order to get back on the
road.

Knowing that my mother had to call Triple A - just days after
my dad passed away, gave me a new appreciation for road-
side assistance. Anyone who has received this type of
“roadside assistance” would agree that it is a good thing. It's
called “relief”; doing for someone something they are not
able to do for themselves.

Effective crisis financial assistance is relief. That’s it! No
more. Effective relief empowers and encourages an
individual to do the things within their power and provides
relief for the immediate circumstances that they do not
have the tools or resources to overcome.

The best kind of assistance knows when to stop and help,
and when to stop helping. Pray for wisdom.

The story is told of a “good” guy from a place called Samaria
who got it right when he helped a stranger in crisis. It is the
stuff that builds bridges and makes for a strong community.

N.I.N.E. Campaign -
Neighbors In Need Everyday
$18,232.58 raised !

Your gifts are providing relief to people in crisis
this month to keep their utilities on and get back
on track financially. Thank you!

Project Independence Financial Update

In 2017, families progressing toward market level rent in our
Stable Housing program will generate enough revenue to

provide for case management support for Teaching Housing. This
revenue will also subsidize rent for families beginning their
recovery in the Teaching Housing program - effectively “paying it

back”; a win/win!

Homeless Populations
in Cabarrus County

0 One and two-parent
families

0  Single women

0 Chronically homeless

0 Young adults aging out
of foster care

0 Adults needing residen-
tial rehabilitation

0 Previously incarcerated

(2017 Homeless PIT\
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Count
Preliminary Results

56% in families
36% are children
17% are unsheltered

CCM has an
UPDATED website!

Please click here to view
CCM'’s redesigned
website. We are so
excited to share it with
you!



http://www.cooperativeministry.com

Join us for Breakfast!

Annual

lliccm
Business Breakfast

Cooperative Christian Ministry
HOPE is good for “Business”!

Tuesday March 21%, 2017
7:30am-8:30am

All Saints Episcopal Church
525 Lake Concord Rd NE, Concord

Join us for breakfast. No cost to attend. Limited seating.

RSVP to ccm@cooperativeministry.com

To register for CCM’s Annual Business Breakfast,
please click here.

Homelessness and Mental Health;
another generation is at risk.

Our community is at a perplexing crossroads where emergency and
transitional housing cannot be initiated for homeless individuals and
families due to mental health and substance use issues. Homeless
shelters and transitional housing programs do not typically have the
clinical or counseling resources to address medical and mental health
conditions. These facilities must require program participants to
demonstrate behavioral and mental health stability and the ability to
function independently with only case management support.

Today, providers of services to homeless individuals and families are
confronted with untreated substance use and mental health
conditions in adults and developmental / behavioral disorders in
children. Many of these conditions prevent the stability required to
participate in a mixed (adult/child) communal living facility.

Images of homelessness, mental health disorders and substance use
can no longer be cast in the profile of an indigent male. Women with
children, young adults and pre-adolescent children are among the
populations who are in need of housing, counseling and mental
health services.

Rehabilitation and recovery for these populations will take place
when mental health and housing resources are brought together to
form a solution. Until such time, another generation is at risk.

Finally!

a problem we can

e
SO\“ for $6 a year

The City of Concord
Neighbor Helping Neighbor
Utility Assistance Program
administered by CCM

Sign Up Now!

Allow your Concord utility
bill to be rounded up to the next dollar.
Will cost you 50¢/month avg.
CCM will help your neighbors in crisis avoid
utility cut-off.

To sign up for Neighbor Helping Neighbor
Click here.

Crystal's Story
Crystal came to CCM with her 5year-old daughter. In

the safety of the Mothers & Children Housing Program,

she enrolled in community college and graduated

among the top 3 of her class. She has since secured a

car and is pursuing her career position. She is currently
serving in a role at CCM that allows her to be an

inspiration to those just getting started on their road to
recovery.

| LOVE MY CITY
April 28th-30th, 2017

~ Serving one another; strengthening community one project at a time ~
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