PERSPECTIVE
from the “Front Lines”
Celebrating 37 Years of Restoring Hope

October 2018

From Our Executive Director,
Ed Hosack

It is time to

C.H.O.O.S.E.
Cabarrus County is averaging 98 evictions per month (3 per day)
and 36 foreclosures per month. This is a pace that could create
more than 1,100 homeless families again this year and witness
an additional 400 families falling deeper into housing crisis. It
should be no surprise our school systems have identified over
500 homeless students each of the last two years.
CCM’s experience indicates 40% of the homeless children served
in our programs during the past three years are pre-school age.
Applying this percentage factor to the homeless school age
students already identified suggests over 800 homeless children
in Cabarrus County.
Last year, 391 households applied for shelter or housing at CCM.
Those households represented 1,178 people; 633 of them
children. 60% of those households are headed by a single
mother. The percentage is down from 80%, mostly because of
the increase in the number of single dads and senior citizens who
are asking for help to avoid being homeless.
A safe place with a roof, a bed, and meals is only the beginning.
The solution must include a path to financial and housing
stability for every household willing to pursue it.
CCM has established such a path and is developing collaborative
service models that will provide the opportunity for individuals
and families to re-establish themselves and emerge from
recurring crisis in their lives.

Cabarrus County must create significantly more capacity;
shelter for the chronically homeless, transitional housing,
and affordable permanent housing. We can leverage our
local assets by converting the underutilized properties in
our community into structured housing programs to
solve our housing crisis.

OUR AREA’S IMMEDIATE NEED:
80 - 100 single family units for homeless families
with children
30 - 50 beds in a long-term facility for chronically
homeless individuals
15 - 20 beds in a program for young women aging
out of foster care
100s of houses creating a layer of housing that is
within reach of our workforce

Visit CCM’s website to learn more about

C.H.O.O.S.E. Cabarrus
“Homelessness does NOT have to be a life sentence.”

“It is not enough to make them more
comfortable in their present circumstances;
we must create opportunities to escape
vulnerability and emerge from crisis.”

C.H.O.O.S.E. - Creating Housing Opportunities that generate positive Outcomes that are
Sustainable, and Engage all people for a thriving community.

Thank you to F&M BANK
for their continued
support of our food and
housing programs, as
well as their sponsorship
of the Cabarrus County Non-Profit Workshop.

THIS WEEKEND!

Kimball Memorial Lutheran Church
CROP Hunger Walk — Sunday, October 14, 2018
Registration: 1:00 pm/CROP Walk at 2:00 pm.
www.crophungerwalk.org

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our annual
CelebrateHOPE Dinner on October 1st and the
CCM/SHOE SHOW Golf Classic on October 2nd.

We, as a community, must
create more capacity for safe,
stable, and truly affordable
housing options that will provide
a path to housing independence.

Guests responded to stories of hope from families that
are persevering with the help of CCM’s food, financial
assistance, and housing programs.

Over $350,000 was raised for families
in crisis in our community! Thank you
to everyone who contributed!
www.cooperativeministry.com

