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PERSPECTIVE
FROM THE FRONTLINES

CELEBRATING OUR 41ST YEAR OF RESTORING HOPE

41

ST

ANNIVERSARY

of ministry serving families and individuals in crisis.

A NEW HORIZON 2025
STRATEGIC PLAN
giving focus on the challenge of the next five years.

A $15.5 MILLION BOLD
NEW INITIATIVE
for transitional housing capacity to address a growing homeless population.

A NEW FISCAL YEAR
WITH A $2.4 MILLION BUDGET
to provide crisis assistance to Cabarrus and Southern Rowan counties.

From Our Chief Executive Officer, Ed Hosack

41ST ANNIVERSARY EDITION - 2022
Last Fiscal Year
Tens of thousands of
individuals received food
relief and nutritional support.
More than $2 million in
financial relief assisted
households in the second year
of COVID response. Historic
high utilization in all three
programs of CCM’s transitional
housing continuum.

This Month
We recorded our highest ever one-week level of
requests for food relief. Requests for financial
assistance are escalating; receiving over 200
applications per month. Housing applications are
averaging 38 homeless families per month. An
estimated 360 people are unsheltered, living in cars,
tents, etc. in our community.

The list of businesses and major corporations that
have gone away is lengthy. The names of influential
leaders have evolved from old to new. The types
of challenges have become more complicated. The
solutions are more complex, requiring a greater
investment of time, energy, infrastructure and most of
all prayer.
Cabarrus County municipalities have some very
real challenges facing all of us right now. You have
utilized, leveraged, partnered with, invested in and
relied upon CCM through the hardest of times. We are
here, we are proven and we can help. Let your new
neighbors know, remind your leaders, and inform the
new corporations. CCM is a unique and trusted asset.

Partner with us to address these challenges!
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From Our Chief Relationship Officer, Jeremy Burleson

COLLABORATIVE SPIRIT!
“Working Together
to Achieve Mutual
Benefit!”
A statement that my team
and I used quite frequently
during my tenure working
with Richard Childress
Racing. It was a statement
that we not only used
internally among our staff
to encourage non-stop
communication and finding
ways to collectively reach
our goals, but also one that we impressed upon our
partners who were investing in the team. Without
those partners working together via a businessto-business or even a business-to-consumer focus,
those investments would have most certainly not
been successful.

That exact same perspective and application of
that statement relate to those of us working in
and through the nonprofit space here in Cabarrus
County. Throughout the years, there are numerous
examples of local Cabarrus County nonprofit
organizations that have worked in partnership to
achieve a common goal… perhaps the most

note-worthy example of late was the recent launch
of the Cabarrus Dream Center. The collaborative
spirit displayed by each organization involved
is what has made it successful. The outlook of
cooperation among each organization, not only in
the Dream Center example but also through the
many others that exist in our community, offers
these benefits:

“WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE MUTUAL BENEFIT!”
GREATER IMPACT – a more widespread reach or more powerful effect of accomplishment
MORE RESOURCES – for more effective operation or function
SHARED OR REDUCED COSTS – not just for the organization, but also for the beneficiary
NEW & BETTER WAYS – focus on what you do well, and allow others to do the same

There are a number of resources available here in Cabarrus County that support and even encourage
collaboration between nonprofit organizations; a couple of which are included below:
Cabarrus County Nonprofit Executives Meeting – A quarterly gathering of nonprofit leadership with open
dialogue and shared objectives. If you’d like to learn more, please email Jeremy!
Cabarrus County Nonprofit Workshop – Annual event designed to empower and strengthen the local
nonprofit community through free workshops and seminars. See below for more info!

We invite you to PRAY alongside us, and ENGAGE with CCM
at CooperativeMinistry.com!

BLESSINGS!

HONORING THE PAST...SHAPING THE FUTURE

Photos were taken at the 1st annual
Cabarrus County Nonprofit Workshop in 2013.

This year, CCM will be holding our 10th Annual
Cabarrus County Nonprofit Workshop on Thursday,
August 25, 2022 at Crossroads Church. In past years,
we’ve had over 125 attendees representing more
than 65 regional organizations and the event has
seemed to grow bigger year after year.

different workshop topics and each participant
selects 2 to attend. Each workshop is 75 minutes
long and is offered twice. Workshop seminars are
selected based upon survey responses from the
previous year’s workshops and with input from local
nonprofit staff and executives.

This event is not a fundraiser; CCM convenes it each
year for the sole purpose of providing professional
development opportunities to our local nonprofit
leaders and staff who might otherwise not have
access to educational workshops. The event’s twofold purpose is to facilitate collaboration and training
for the Cabarrus nonprofit community. Originally
designed to encourage communication and sharing
of local resources, CCM’s organizers realized that
such a gathering of nonprofit representatives could
attract resources that would enhance the event’s
value. The objective of the nonprofit workshop has
grown to include bringing resources and expertise
to Cabarrus County and structuring it in a way that
builds local relationships and strengthens our local
network.

After the seminars, attendees will have an additional
opportunity to network over lunch and hear a
keynote address, given by Mr. Brandon Lindsey, CEO
& Co-Founder of Dream On 3. Brandon, his wife
Elizabeth, and their two girls reside in Harrisburg,
NC. In 2013, they founded a social-impact
organization called Dream On 3. The nonprofit was
created to make sports dreams come true for young
dreamers living with life-altering medical conditions.
The program model uses the unifying principles of
sports and the power of teamwork to share faith,
hope, love and joy. Dream On 3 has quickly become
one of the fastest dream granting organizations in
the country, with programs and locations serving
more than 10 states.

The 10th Annual Cabarrus County Nonprofit
Workshop will provide a slate of valuable topics,
speakers and expertise to local nonprofit executives,
staff and board members. We will be offering 6

For more information on the workshops
being offered, or to register, visit Nonprofit
Workshop – Cooperative Christian Ministry
(cooperativeministry.com). There is a cost of $10 for
lunch.

CLICK TO VIEW
the full Strategic Plan

The Education & Support Services (ESS) division of
CCM has been quite busy these days providing residents
of Cabarrus County access to needed resources and
opportunities to help better their lives. Through our
program, we are able to help instruct, encourage, and
empower individuals and families to overcome various
obstacles in life. Through partnerships with other
community agencies, we offer programs to assist with
financial literacy and money management, employment
and job readiness skills, homeownership, health and
wellness, dental assistance, senior resources… and more!
Education
We offer three financial education programs, each a
forward from the other: Breaking Free from the Money
Traps > Pathway to Progress > Getting Ahead. These
programs are provided in partnership with NOVA Credit
Union, Prosperity Unlimited, Inc., Rowan-Cabarrus
Community College (RCCC), and the Opportunity House.
Breaking Free is a life-changing 5-week introductory
program that identifies financial pitfalls and begins the
process of financial recovery. Topics covered include a
basic understanding of money, understanding credit,
pitfalls and threats, and the basics of banking. This course
is currently being offered on Thursday evenings, in-person
at the Kannapolis YMCA. Each of the group sessions lasts
from 5:30-8:00 PM. Child care and dinner are provided.
The course also offers three individual one-on-one
coaching sessions that take place in between the group
sessions.

Without stable
housing there is
no relief,
no rehabilitation,
no recovery.
Over 500 students
each year are
identified as being
homeless by our
school systems.

Services
In an effort to make affordable and high-quality dental
care easily accessible throughout the community, we
have partnered with Cabarrus Health Alliance (CHA) to
provide mobile Dental Clinics to residents in need of
service. This alliance offers preventive and restorative
dental services, along with oral health education, for both
children and adults. Dental Clinics have already been
held through our partnership with area churches. Second
Presbyterian Church in Kannapolis, Grace Lutheran
Church and All Saints Episcopal Church in Concord have
hosted the events. We are currently working with others
to host a few more before the school year. Behavioral
Health Integration and the Breast Health Outreach and
Education Program (BHOEP) are also on-site during the
clinics to provide additional resources for the attendees.
ESS is currently compiling a “Senior Resource Guide” to
assist our senior residents and community members with
resources specifically targeted to older adults. Our goal
is to develop an electronic publication to help make it
easier for seniors to learn what resources and services are
available so that they can advocate for their needs.
Housed in the Cabarrus Dream Center, ESS is joining with
other local organizations in an integrated systems model
where the underserved in our community are offered
assistance and various resources all in one centralized
location.

You can help launch this
BOLD New Initiative.

INQUIRE NOW
Contact Jeremy Burleson
jburleson@cooperativeministry.com

In order to BEGIN
one journey you
must END the other.
"...most likely to
be 62 years old Or
have a disability."
-NLIHC

C.H.O.O.S.E. Cabarrus Fund – Cooperative Christian Ministry

COMMUNITY PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
and barbershop. Using funds provided by Cabarrus
County through an American Recovery Plan grant,
the church completely gutted and rebuilt the inside
of the building. Now the pantry has a more open
interior, with new flooring, portable shelving, and
lots of fresh paint! The food pantry is located on
one side of the building at 1209 1/4 Opal Street
in Kannapolis. The other side of the building will
feature a clothing closet.

The Helping Hands Food Pantry at Bethel Baptist
Church in Kannapolis had a grand reopening on July
7, after being closed since Easter for renovations.
The Helping Hands Food Pantry has operated
as a satellite pantry of the Cooperative Christian
Ministry Food Program for about fifteen years,
using a building that formally housed a hair salon

Present at the opening, were leaders and
representatives from Bethel Baptist Church,
Cabarrus County, and Cooperative Christian Ministry.
The Helping Hands Food Pantry operates on
Mondays and Thursdays, 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM. It
is open to all residents of Kannapolis and Cabarrus
County, who may come once a month for food
assistance.

As part of Elevation Church’s “Love Week”, a week dedicated to
serving, giving back, and supporting communities in our area and
around the globe, a group of volunteers came out to help at our Crisis
Center, doing various projects and even providing lunch for the staff
one day. They also donated $20,000 to help our ministry continue to
meet the needs of our community. We are extremely grateful for their
community support and partnership!

Interested in Volunteering?
Visit www.ilovemycityproject.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

2022 will be the 10th year of Tour de
Saints!

REGISTER HERE

MOBILE FOOD
PANTRY
Wednesday, August 10th
10am - 12pm
Think Kingdom Church (parking lot)
465 S. Cannon Blvd., Kannapolis

SATURDAY AUGUST 27, 2022
CELEBRATE the SPIRIT of COMMUNITY
Get back in the saddle and celebrate
community, help those in crisis, and
embrace the spirit of cycling! Join
us for the seventh annual Tour de
Saints. Proceeds from this event will
go to support Cooperative Christian
Ministry serving Cabarrus and
southern Rowan Counties.
REGISTER HERE
All Saints' | ACTIVE

For more information on these community groups, email
info@cooperativeministry.com

Thank you Shady Grove
United Methodist Church
Youth, from Winston Salem,
for volunteering at our Crisis
Center Food Pantry last
month.

Thank you to the volunteers
from Clayton Homes in
Rockwell. They helped us
clear downed trees and trim
overgrown shrubs at one of
our Teaching Houses.

Thank you to the West
Cabarrus Church youth,
who came out and washed
our CCM vehicles, did some
beautification projects,
packed beans and rice and
worked in our warehouse.

Thank you City Revival Church in Kannapolis who worked
on a landscaping project for us at our Crisis Center. The
work called for trimming hedges, pulling weeds, and
removing some dirt from the parking lot. When the team
saw the need for more manpower to move the dirt around
the dumpsters, on their own initiative, they brought in a
Skid Steer tractor to make quick work of it. They really
went over and above expectations to provide a clean, safe,
working environment for our Food Pantry volunteers.

CCM is grateful to have received
a $60,000 grant from The Leon
Levine Foundation for general
operating support. Through its
investments, the Foundation
intends to create pathways
to self-sufficiency, champion
strategies for permanent change,
and facilitate opportunities
for growth. CCM is eager and
thankful for the opportunity to
partner in working toward these
meaningful objectives.

CCM is grateful to Wells
Fargo for gifting a $10,000
grant in support of financial
education programming for
previously homeless families
in our Housing Program.
Their partnership helps us go
beyond securing basic needs
by equipping families with
skills and resources to achieve
longterm financial health.

The City of Concord recently
announced its grant funding
decisions for 2022-23. CCM is
incredibly grateful to have been
selected to receive a combined
$49,000 in CDBG and city utility
funds. Our ministry is grateful
for City of Concord’s ongoing
partnership in improving the
safety, security, and quality of life
for local residents.

When you join
AmazonSmile
you can...

GENERATE DONATIONS

DONATE PRODUCTS TO CHARITY

Shop at smile.amazon.com and we'll donate
0.5% of eligible purchases to your favorite
charitable organization–no fees, no extra cost.

Thousands of charities created AmazonSmile
Charity Lists of items they need right now.
Simply browse, order, and enjoy giving.

246 Country Club Drive NE, PO Box 1717
Concord, NC 28026 TEL: 704-786-4709

GIVE ONLINE: www.CooperativeMinistry.com or TEXT: ccmhelps to 44321

