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PERSPECTIVE
FROM THE FRONTLINES

CELEBRATING OUR 40TH YEAR OF RESTORING HOPE
From Our Executive Director, Ed Hosack

RELIEF & ASSISTANCE
Maybe you played dodgeball
as a kid. It seems you either
loved to play it or you would
rather choose punishment than
participate. The principle was
pretty simple: you were part of
a group of sitting ducks while
another group tried to take-youout by hitting you blindside or
with overwhelming force, usually
from close range, with a rubber
ball. Whether you were placed
inside a circle or with your back against the wall, there
were many angles from which you could suffer a blow.
For the most part, you risked a big red mark on your
back or the embarrassment of how easy it was put you
out of the game. One thing was certain in the game
of dodgeball; dodging one ball never brought relief.
There was a moment of reprieve followed by a renewed

focus on the threat. The intensity of the moment
never subsided until the game was over - at least for
you. Fortunately, for the one who did not possess the
athletic prowess to enjoy the game, it was only a game.
Eventually the teacher or coach called game over.
Whatever loss you suffered in the process would wear
off or be restored in a different arena.
There are far too many people in our community whose
lives are trapped in a game of dodgeball, living with the
vulnerability of being hit from many angles. A direct hit
from any angle causes a crisis; multiple hits escalate
into an unrecoverable cycle of loss. The constant
awareness that an unplanned event will destroy the
balance perpetuates a level of stress in the home that
strains households up and down the socio-economic
landscape.
CCM has provided relief to households in crisis for 40
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years and will continue to meet people in crisis and
provide that relief. There is a difference, however,
between RELIEF and ASSISTANCE. Let me put it
this way: “Relief” is to do for someone what they
cannot do for themselves, “Assistance” is to help
someone do what they must do for themselves.
CCM’s food relief and financial assistance programs
recognize the need for both relief and assistance
in our community. These programs are based upon
the principles of affirmation and accountability. We
affirm the value of every individual and we expect
each person to take personal responsibility and
engage in their solution.
There will be traumatic economic shifts this summer
as federal relief efforts diminish and the moratorium
on evictions ends this month. We are fortunate to be
partnering with DHS to administer COVID Relief and
Recovery Plan funds to vulnerable and overwhelmed
households in Cabarrus County. It will be a time of
intensive relief efforts for the next 12 to 18 months.

“Relief” is to do for someone what they
cannot do for themselves.
“Assistance” is to help someone do what
they must do for themselves.

Our assurance to You, our community, is to engage
as many households as possible through our
Financial Assistance and Education & Support
Services to provide the kind of assistance that will
empower individuals and families to move beyond
their present circumstances and eliminate recurring
crises in their lives.
Our request of You is to help us keep doing what we
cannot do on our own. You can do that by helping
to cover our operating costs, volunteering in our

program areas, making in-kind donations
of food and other needed items, or
participating in innovative discussions to
create new models for addressing crisis
needs in our community.
Thank You!

RELIEF Services
» Food & Nutrition Resources
» Eviction & Cut-Off Avoidance
FINANCIAL & HOUSING Recovery Assistance
» Assist overcoming debt and credit issues
» Overcome background issues; to include employment
opportunities
» Provide safety for those with disabilities while
waiting to access Permanent Supportive Housing
» Create financial stability and progress toward
affordable housing
EDUCATION & SUPPORT SERVICES (examples)
» Financial & Life skills training (Breaking Free /
Gaining Control / Getting Ahead)
» Employment Opportunities (Internships / OJT / Work
Experience / Apprenticeships)
» Counseling and Education (Strengthening Families /
Positive Parenting)
» Healthcare Access (Medical: access to Primary
Medical & Behavioral Healthcare)

TOGETHER

WE STAND UNITED

Attention all Nonprofit Leaders, Staff, and Volunteers...Join us for the

2021 Cabarrus County Nonprofit Workshop
Thursday, August 26, 2021
8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Crossroads Church
220 George W. Liles Parkway, Concord

The workshop is offered FREE to our community.

Registration is open now! CLICK TO...

FEATURING KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Jennifer Parsley Hubbard
Realtor Partner – Allen Tate / Team Honeycutt
Councilwoman – City of Concord

TOPICS INCLUDE
The Hybrid Normal: Technology Best
Practices for Nonprofits
Storytelling to Share Impact and Drive
Engagement
Grant Writing 101

For more information on the
workshops and our speakers,
click here...

Strong Boards for Strong Service:
Developing an Effective Nonprofit Board
Cabarrus Community Health Needs
Assessment – Understanding
the Needs of Cabarrus County Residents
Vision To Voice – Strategic Planning

CCM wishes to thank our partners for helping make this event possible!

PRESENTING SPONSOR

DEDICATED PARTNER

GENEROUS HOST

From Our Director Of
Community Engagement, Jeremy Burleson

FROM GRATITUDE to GIVING
As I approach my one-year anniversary (late-July) of becoming a part of this Ministry
here at CCM, God has given me an overwhelming sense of gratitude and appreciation
for the Kingdom work that has been done; but MORE importantly the Kingdom work
that’s yet to be done. The people I’ve met, the testimonies I’ve heard, the lives I’ve
seen transformed, the awe-inspiring generosity of this community… ALL things that
have attributed to that gratefulness.
Gratitude is a special gift given to us by God, and is fundamentally about not taking
things for granted. It’s about being thankful for what we have and what we receive,
and is a POWERFUL means of drawing nearer to God!

“Let your roots grow down to Him, and let your lives be built on Him. Then your faith
will grow strong in the truth that you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.”
– Colossians 2:7
One month into the new role, I experienced a client testimony that I simply had to share here, as we consider
that word “gratitude”:
I received a call on my office line from a local family (husband, wife and teenage daughter)
desiring to give a monetary donation to CCM, but specifically asked that I meet them at
our Crisis Center to receive the donation. I agreed and we decided on a day and time to
meet the following week. After exchanging hellos in the parking lot, the family handed me
an envelope with the monetary donation, however it was the story that followed that most
impactful. In 2012, eight years prior, that family was facing food insecurity and needed
immediate relief from CCM. Three consecutive monthly visits to the CCM Food Pantry
allowed the family to reestablish themselves towards stability. The blessing and gratitude
that God allowed this family to experience through CCM’s ministry, stirred up a willingness
eight years later to give back. The wife said to me “God’s favor through CCM without a
doubt saved my family in 2012, and we’re so thankful that our gift back to CCM may allow
another family to experience that same favor!”
While we wish we could capture the
abundance of ways that God blesses
those that come to CCM for relief
or assistance, we know and trust
that He’s using families like the one
mentioned above to share His love for
our community through this Ministry.
At CCM, we WILL continue to love on
this community through our CRISIS
RELIEF & ASSISTANCE programs.
We pray that YOU will walk alongside
us in that journey and experience a
gratitude that only God can provide!
PARTNER with CCM through...

CREATING HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES,
OUTCOMES, SUSTAINABILITY & ENGAGEMENT

Our goal is to ESTABLISH financial
capital to respond and INVEST in real
estate opportunities for the PURPOSE
of increasing emergency and
transitional housing for vulnerable
INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES.

From Our Financial Assistance
Program Manager, Roxanna Books
Sixteen months ago, we all had to adjust how we operated. The Financial Assistance
program was no exception. We recognized in order to keep our clients, volunteers,
and staff safe and still operate when our community needed us most, we had to
make major changes. We made our assistance process digital by creating an online
application for those who have access to the internet and accept applications by
phone for those who do not. The online application has proven to be a great tool
that allows us to assist those in need more efficiently. More and more clients have the
ability to access our services around their very busy and full schedules.
I have seen many changes at CCM over the last 5
years. Some were minor such as a policy or operating
hours; others are large such as funding requirement
or a complete shutdown of our community. Through
all of the changes, there is always a constant in the
equation….there is always someone in need and their
needs are changing just as we are as a community.
In order to best serve our community, we have been
willing to adapt to overcome the various challenges.
Our program does much more than keep the
lights on or the property owner at bay. We provide
unexpected access to other services and response
to revealed needs. We provide hope. Hope that
there will be a better tomorrow. Hope that they will
get that job. Hope that everything will be okay. We
provide hope by doing God’s work and being there
when someone in need, needs it the most.

Our friend Marla experienced that “need” when she
connected with CCM for assistance. Marla moved to
Cabarrus County two years ago after the death of her
husband. She and her two children were hoping for
a new start. She was able to find a job and worked
her way up the ladder into a management position.
She never imagined that her job would be in danger.
Her employer began laying off employees at the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and Marla was an
unfortunate casualty of those lay-offs. She wanted to
work and looked for employment while at home with
her children. She was able to secure a job, however
the salary made it difficult to make ends meet. Marla
struggled to catch up on all of her bills that she fell
behind on while out of work. CCM was able to help
relieve her stress by helping Marla become current
with her rent payment, one of the largest debts she
was facing.

The Cabarrus County Hunger Task Force initiative
was sidelined by COVID one year ago.
Thankfully, there were many responses to help meet the
nutritional needs of vulnerable populations.
Lessons from the economic shutdown make us more aware
than ever of the challenges that result in hunger and food
insecurity in our community.
If you are interested in building a collaborative effort to
create innovative solutions in our community, take the first
step by contacting us today.

Click to learn about joining
the Hunger Task Force.

"For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink... 40Truly, I say to you, as
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to Me."
Matthew 25:38, 40
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STAYCATION IDEAS
How to Vacation at Home
IRS Advance
Child Tax Credit 2021
Are there children
in your home?
Do you qualify for the
IRS Advance Child Tax Credit?

As we enter summer our minds start to shift into vacation
mode, but the reality is vacations can be costly, and not
everyone is in a position to take expensive trips. That’s
where a “Staycation” can come into play. Staycation comes
from the combination of two words, “stay” and “vacation,”
literally staying at home and participating in leisure
activities within driving distance of our homes. We have
some amazing destinations right here in our own backyard
that are waiting to be discovered, and this summer is the
perfect time to explore! Here are a few staycation ideas for
you and your family to try.
Play Tourist in Your Town
Visit the Library
Have an at Home Spa Day
Go on a Hike
Volunteer at A Local Charity
Have a Picnic in the Park
Set up a Tent in Your 		
Backyard
Have A Water Play Day
Set Up a Scavenger Hunt

Have A Movie Night
Board Game or Puzzle Night
Try a New Recipe
Start Your Own DYI Project
Relax and read a book
Fly a Kite
Visit a Farmers Market
Have a Neighborhood BBQ

For more information on local events,
CLICK THE LINK to your city’s webpage.

CLICK TO VIEW the full
Strategic Plan

Thank you!
• Crossroads Church Youth, for your
outstanding job assisting at the June Mobile
Food Pantry, and for your help with a variety
of tasks at the Crisis Center.
• St. James the Greater Catholic Church for
the use of your site for the June Mobile Food
Pantry.
• Mt. Olivet UMC for sponsoring the June
Mobile Food Pantry.
• Knights of Columbus for your volunteers at
the June Mobile Food Pantry.
• Cabarrus Health Alliance for conducting
a COVID vaccine clinic at the CCM Crisis
Center in June.
• A heartfelt thank
you to The Leon
Levine Foundation
for granting CCM
$55,000. Their
valued partnership
has strengthened our
ability to meet the heightened food, financial,
and housing needs of our community. We are
grateful for the hope, stability, and increased
quality of life that this gift will provide for
local families.

Don’t miss Kannapolis
Fire Department’s

“Stuff the Truck” Food Drive

Friday, July 16 at
the Kannapolis City Hall

We specialize in small and large repairs, renovations,
and restorations for residential and commercial properties.
VISIT: R2Rcanhelp.com

246 Country Club Drive NE, PO Box 1717
Concord, NC 28026 TEL: 704-786-4709

GIVE ONLINE: www.CooperativeMinistry.com or TEXT: ccmhelps to 44321

