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PERSPECTIVE
FROM THE FRONTLINES

CELEBRATING OUR 40TH YEAR OF RESTORING HOPE
From Our Chief Executive Officer, Ed Hosack

THE PERFECT STORM
A recent article in the
Washington Examiner reports
household expenses in the US
are running at $450 per month
more than even one year ago.
I overheard a conversation
between moms bemoaning
they were having to modify
their vacation plans for one
or two fewer destinations due
to the inflated cost of gas. This statistic applies to
all households whether their household income or
housing situation has been affected or not.

“Families who were barely getting by,
cannot make ends meet anymore!”
- CCM Volunteer

We are experiencing the perfect
storm for a crisis.
One Cabarrus County senior demonstrated that her
monthly income dropped from $3,200 per month,
because of market conditions, to $1,700 per month.
Another of our senior neighbors, while receiving
groceries in our drive-through food pantry said; with
this help she had been managing her $900 per month
rent but she had just been informed her rent would be
increasing to $1,800 per month.
Consider a new property owner with a different
market strategy, an expiring lease agreement, a short
period of time to adjust, reduced income, inflationary
costs everywhere else, and no affordable options...
could you really survive one more unexpected
circumstance? We are experiencing the perfect storm
for the crisis.
continued >>

PERFECT STORM cont.
Unfortunately, no matter where you are right now,
if you look around there is a good chance your
eyes will see one or more people who are in turmoil
because they are experiencing this storm right now.
Maybe that someone is you!
The past two years have been filled with a
growing number of households seeking crisis
financial assistance for the first time in their
lives. Cooperative Christian Ministry (CCM) has
distributed three and a half million dollars during
this crisis to households caught in this situation.
We continue to see these requests on a daily basis.
For many, we have been able to help them avoid
the loss of housing, but a growing number are
falling through the safety net and experiencing loss;
causing a level of stress that is separating family
members.
While CCM is a primary responder to homelessness
in our community, our first response is an attempt
to keep families in their homes and keep them
together. The path to recovery and stable housing
is far more difficult, time-consuming and expensive
once the family becomes homeless. The cost to
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the community is great too as schools, hospitals,
landlords, law enforcement, the judicial system,
human services, local businesses and faith
communities carry the burdens of people in crisis.
At CCM, we are grateful that you trust us to meet
these individuals and families in crisis and respond
in ways that are effective to maintain stability
while ensuring that we are good stewards of your
resources. We are committed to meeting crises
face to face in our community and earning your
confidence every day.

The cost to the community is great.

J U LY P R O J E C T S P O T L I G H T

NC WORKS FOOD
PACKING EVENT

SIGN UP
A group from NC Works packed 78 boxes
of food at our Crisis Center for a a total of
936 lbs. of food!
Interested in Volunteering?
Visit www.ilovemycityproject.com

Sign up to round up your monthly City of Concord
Utility bill to the nearest dollar and help keep the air,
heat, and lights on for hundreds of families in need.
Visit: https://concordnc.gov/Departments/Customer-Care/Neighbor-Helping-Neighbor

From Our Community Engagement Director, Jeremy Burleson

MAKING A DIFFERENCE!
Everyone seems a bit more
relaxed during the summer
months, and for most
people, it might very well
be a season to work a little
less and have a little more
fun. But while everyone else
is vacationing or relaxing by
the pool, perhaps you might
consider finding ways to
‘make a difference’ here in
our community.
Think about this! What if… you took just a few of
those summer vacation hours and volunteered
at one of the many non-profits here in Cabarrus
County? What if… those hours were spent making a
difference not only in your life, but also in the lives
of others around you?
Volunteering can provide a healthy boost to
your self-confidence, self-esteem and overall life
satisfaction. You are doing good for others and the
community, which only naturally produces a sense
of accomplishment.

VOLUNTEERING
… CONNECTS you to others! It allows you to connect
to your community and make it a better place.
… HELPS you strengthen relationships and also to
make new friends! It provides an opportunity to
share an activity among friends or groups, while
broadening your support network community-wide.
… INCREASES your social and relationship skills!
While some have a gift for naturally being outgoing,
others utilize volunteering to practice and develop
these social skills.
… PROVIDES benefits to both mental and physical
health! It helps to increase self-confidence and even
aids in staying physically fit.
… BREEDS fun and fulfillment in life! It could provide
a fun and easy way to explore your interests and
passions, while making a difference for others.

Write Someone A Note of

Host Summer Food Drive

Encouragement
Provide Lunch/Sweets for Police or FD

Mow Your Neighbor's Lawn

Beans or Rice Packing, as a Group

Yard Sale / Car Wash / Lemonade Stand
To benefit a local nonprofit

ENGAGE with and JOIN the conversation with CCM this summer as you
MAKE THAT DIFFERENCE! Tell us what you plan to do this summer, by
tagging CCM on Facebook or Instagram and using #makeadifferenceccm.
Blessings!

CLICK TO VIEW
the full Strategic Plan

CCM’s financial assistance program has been
busy! Since April ’22, we have seen the number of
applications being submitted for financial assistance
slowly increase every week. As of the beginning of
June ’22, the number of applications has increased
by 50% when compared to the first quarter of
the year. This means there are more families and
individuals in Cabarrus County in need. Many of the
clients we serve have missed work due to themselves
or children being exposed to COVID-19. If you recall,
there was a hold on all evictions being filed. This is no
longer the case and as the costs of living increase, it
becomes more difficult to maintain the monthly bills.

The financial assistance application is our most used
tool when assisting households. It provides insight
into the household’s financial situation and allows
our team to quickly identify additional community
resources which may benefit our clients. We have
increased the accessibility of this application by
extending the times at which it is available. We
have also added questions concerning dental care
needs and prenatal needs as a way to assess for
additional resources and referrals to further assist
the applicant. In response to the increasing number
of applications mentioned previously, we have
increased our staffing to address the applications
promptly. The application can be found at
(cooperativeministry.com).
CCM’s Financial Assistance team continues to thank
the community for its continuous support and
prayers!

Through our partnership with Cabarrus County
Dept. of Human Services (DHS), we have distributed
$2.5 million in relief funds to households in need.
We began working side by side with DHS in August
’21. Our collaboration has avoided evictions, and
disconnection of services for utilities, and has helped
clients move into more affordable housing situations.
CCM plans to continue administering the relief funds
through our partnership with DHS.

HOW DO
YOU

ENGAGE

Homeless Families are
growing faster than
our community can
respond. Expanding
our capacity by 400%
will only reach half the
present need. IT WILL
TAKE ALL OF US!

CREATING HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES, OUTCOMES,
SUSTAINABILITY & ENGAGEMENT

Our goal is to ESTABLISH financial capital to
respond and INVEST in real estate opportunities
for the PURPOSE of increasing emergency and
transitional housing for vulnerable
INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES.

Restoring dignity and
purpose for senior
adults, veterans, and
adults with disabilities.
With your help,
WE CAN START
TODAY!

C.H.O.O.S.E. Cabarrus Fund – Cooperative Christian Ministry

SUMMER CAMPS @ CCM
Nine students attended CCM’s Summer Camp. Our
camp was called “Explore, Express, Experience” and
each week we had a theme with the first week being
Bodies in Motion and the second week Sea Life. We
spent the first two days of each week using math,
reading, and writing to explore each theme before
going on our field trips. The field trips were so much
fun and such a wonderful experience for the kids that
have never been to either! Our younger kids worked
on adding and subtraction and practiced writing to
help prepare them for kindergarten. Our older kids
wanted more of a challenge so we worked on money
skills and learned about paying bills, and the value of
a dollar. Each kid also wrote in a journal to document
their camp experiences.
THANK YOU to Providence Presbyterian Church for
hosting our Summer Camp Program.

HONORING THE PAST
2022 will be the 10th year of Tour de
Saints!
Over the last 9 years, they have raised
$96,216.13 for CCM and the riders
have collected a total of 24,530 lbs.
of food. Get back in the saddle and
celebrate community, help those in
crisis, and embrace the spirit of cycling! Join us for the tenth
annual Tour de Saints. Proceeds from this event will go to
support Cooperative Christian Ministry serving Cabarrus and
southern Rowan Counties.

CELEBRATE the SPIRIT of COMMUNITY
SATURDAY AUGUST 27, 2022

REGISTER HERE
All Saints' | ACTIVE

UPCOMING EVENTS

CABARRUS COUNTY
NONPROFIT WORKSHOP
AUGUST 25, 2022
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
MORE INFO TO FOLLOW

COMING SOON!
The partnership between Rowan-Cabarrus
Community College (RCCC) and CCM has, for
decades, been one of mutual benefit to both
organizations. By way of our current 2025 New
Horizon Strategic Plan, we’ve identified a number
of additional areas of focus where the students
and faculty of RCCC have found CCM resources
to be especially helpful. Likewise, RCCC personnel
spends time weekly at CCM’s Dream Center
location offering workshops in financial literacy as
well as job-related skills (e.g. interviewing, etc.) to
Cabarrus County residents.
Most recently, the Executive staff from RCCC
visited both the Dream Center location as well
as My Father’s House and collectively identified
additional areas to enhance the partnership. Areas
such as food program referrals to their student
body, financial assistance opportunities and
volunteering.
The CCM Board, its staff and volunteers
wholeheartedly THANK the team at RCCC for their
continued support and willingness to grow an
already strong partnership into a difference-maker
for our community.

BRINGING

HOPE
Resources That Open Doors For Housing Solutions

HELP with

HOUSING
Providing RESOURCES for the HOMELESS
or those in HOUSING CRISIS in Cabarrus
County: Concord, Harrisburg, Kannapolis,
Midland or Mount Pleasant.

HELPwithHOUSING.net

For more information on these community groups, email
info@cooperativeministry.com

Thank you Presley Horton, senior
swimmer, and Sailfish Aquatics for
hosting a food drive to benefit CCM.

Thanks so much to the Central Carolina Association
of Realtors (CCAR) and the Kannapolis Cannon
Ballers for holding their annual food drive. They
collected 918 lbs.!

• WinShape campers, from Connect Christian Church, collected 621 lbs. of food
during their week of camp.
• Bridlewood & Overbrook neighborhoods collected 1,118 lbs. of food at their
neighborhood food drive!
• The Brook Church collected over $1300 for CCM at their Vacation Bible School

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR OUR CONTINUED PARTNERSHIPS AS TOGETHER
WE SERVE OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED.

When you join
AmazonSmile
you can...

GENERATE DONATIONS

DONATE PRODUCTS TO CHARITY

Shop at smile.amazon.com and we'll donate
0.5% of eligible purchases to your favorite
charitable organization–no fees, no extra cost.

Thousands of charities created AmazonSmile
Charity Lists of items they need right now.
Simply browse, order, and enjoy giving.

246 Country Club Drive NE, PO Box 1717
Concord, NC 28026 TEL: 704-786-4709

GIVE ONLINE: www.CooperativeMinistry.com or TEXT: ccmhelps to 44321

