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PERSPECTIVE
FROM THE FRONTLINES

CELEBRATING OUR 40TH YEAR OF RESTORING HOPE
From Our Executive Director, Ed Hosack

THE FUTURE WE WANT
“Don't you know?” Jesus said.
There are just some things we’re
supposed to know.
God spoke and Isaiah wrote it
down (Isaiah 58:6-11). It went
something like this... You know
what I am asking of you; do what
you can to loosen the chains
of injustice and lighten the
heavy burdens of those who are
weighed down. Haven't I asked
you to share your food with the hungry, make sure the
homeless have a place to be safe, and have clothes to
keep them warm? While you are doing that be available
to help your own family.

Basic Living Costs
• Housing +19%
• Utilities +3-30%
• Groceries +7-10%
• Gas +40-50%

When you do that, it will be a brand new day and you
will see things fall into place for you. Your lives will
turn around at once. It will be evident that I am with
you and I will have your back. When you pray, I will
say; I'm right here.
Simply put, when you quit spending your time
pointing a finger and talking down people, and instead
spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and meet
the needs of the homeless and vulnerable, then things
will brighten for you as well. I will show you what to
do, meet your needs, and make you strong. You will,
Cabarrus County, be a picture of health and a place
with a future to live for.
A pastor friend has reminded me on many occasions;
“It's not about the money”. It never has been!
Since 2019, the cost of a two-bedroom
apartment in Cabarrus County has
increased 19%. Wages cannot keep up.

From Our Financial
Assistance Program
Manager,
Roxanna Books
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Over the past two years,
residents of Cabarrus and
southern Rowan counties have experienced loss
in ways of employment, self-identity, housing, and stability. Overnight, some long-term employees using
one of the only skills they have ever known were considered “non-essential” and lost their steady stream of
income. For others, the transition to a work-from-home setting was far from ideal due to lack of child care,
technology resources in the home, and lack of technical skills. Along with the factors mentioned, and many
more reasons have resulted in a crisis for the families that we serve in more ways than only a financial crisis.

2 Corinthians 9:6 "Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously."
2 Corinthians 9:11 "You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us, your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God." (Paul)

Today there is no lack of work in our area, but
there are new obstacles that present themselves
to newly hired employees. Missing work due to
a COVID-19 exposure in the home of a new hire
means a minimum of 3-5 days of missed work and
may result in termination during the first 90 days.
For many, this starts the cycle of unemployment
once again. Another problem facing new hires is
the lack of compensation to bridge the gap of the
income they lost versus what the new employment
pays going forward. Household expenses were built
around a certain level of income and if that level is
not maintained, one unexpected bill snowballs into a
much larger problem.

In the later part of 2021, CCM entered into a
partnership with Cabarrus County DHS to assist
in the distribution of emergency rental assistance
funds. The partnership allowed our Financial
Assistance Program to assist families with more
significant funds, who have experienced the
crises mentioned above. Since entering into that
agreement, CCM has processed over $1.6 million
dollars in assistance to families who have been
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. In addition
to this funding, the CCM Financial Assistance team
continues to process applications for households
who experience other crises that result in financial
hardship.

TOGETHER

WE STAND UNITED
Hear a testimony from a financial
assistance recipient HERE.

As our Ministry dives into Year 2 of our 2025 New Horizon Strategic
Plan, we reflect and give praise to God for the ways in which He has
blessed CCM with tremendous progress thus far. Here are just a few of
those successes to highlight:

Food Programs

Access for Working Families
Food Desert Drops
CCM Delivers!

CLICK TO VIEW
the full Strategic Plan

Education & Support Services
Integrated Services
•
•
•
•
•

Dental Health Services
Help NOW Pilot
Social Determinants CHW
Employment
Education and Training

Cabarrus Health Alliance
Atrium Health
Cabarrus Health Alliance
NC Works
Rowan Cabarrus Community College

C E LE BR AT I NG

I LOVE MY CITY
APRIL 2022

The People, The Places,
The Possibilities
CATCH THE SPIRIT!
This county-wide initiative
focuses on projects that
make a positive impact on
our neighbors through local
service projects and by
serving each other.
To sign up for a project, click here.

HONORING THE PAST
“To hear 40 years of Ministry is simply unbelievable!
Ten or twelve of us started with big ideas and big
dreams, but I don’t think we ever imagined the
magnitude of what the Ministry is doing now. It’s
miraculous! It’s God working in so many strange and
different ways, through so many different people
that’s allowed this to happen."
-Rev. Bob Sessum (Former Rector at All Saints
Episcopal) – Reﬂecting on CCM’s 40 Years of
Ministry

FREE FOOD
Having trouble stretching your budget to purchase food?
Second Harvest Food Bank and Cooperative Christian Ministry
are sponsoring

2022 Mobile Food Pantries
Sites and times are listed below
(Please note that not all times are in the morning!)
KANNAPOLIS
Wednesday, April 13th
10am - 12pm

CONCORD
Wednesday, May 15th
2pm - 4pm

CONCORD
Wednesday, June 8th
10am - 12pm

Think Kingdom Church
Parking Lot

Elevation Church
Parking Lot

St. James the Greater
Catholic Church
Parking Lot

465 S. Cannon Blvd.
(Across from McDonalds)

545 Concord Parkway. N
(old K-Mart)

139 Manor Ave. SW

You must be present to receive food. Limit one per household. This is a drive-through event.
Registration will begin about 30 minutes before serving time and will be done at your vehicle.
Please do not arrive more than 30 minutes before the stated time. Prepare to carry home several
bags and/or boxes of free groceries!!!
At registration, we will ask for the following:
• Your name
• Your address
• Food Stamps (Y/N)

• Number of people in your family
• # of family members by age group
• Your Household's Grross Income

In case of bad weather, the Mobile Pantry will be cancelled.

THANK YO

Thank you!
THANK YOU SHOE SHOW employees, for
your donation of 751 pounds of food, diapers,
and bags, as well as $250 in cash.

THANK YOU to our faith community
partner, The Refuge Church, for inviting
CCM to share our ministry message
during their “Outreach Sunday” services.
CCM, along with a few other community
outreach partners, recently took part in
the Sunday festivities.

Teaching House Renovation
We would like to say THANK YOU to the men of Providence PCA Church
for rebuilding the back entry stairs at one of our teaching houses. We are
grateful for your partnership!

THANK YOU!

246 Country Club Drive NE, PO Box 1717
Concord, NC 28026 TEL: 704-786-4709

GIVE ONLINE: www.CooperativeMinistry.com or TEXT: ccmhelps to 44321

