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PERSPECTIVE
FROM THE FRONTLINES

CELEBRATING OUR 40TH YEAR OF RESTORING HOPE
From Our Executive Director, Ed Hosack

ENOUGH ALREADY
Some have it, some don't and
some never will. The “never
wills” probably already have
more than most. If you are one
of those who “have enough”, you
are blessed. “Enough” is all we
need to feed our family, clothe
them and have a roof over their
heads. Enough to maintain our
health, educate our children and
participate in community life.
“Enough” means that you can
save a little to handle a visit to the pharmacy or a car
repair or a plumbing leak. Enough barely covers a week
of lost wages or a month without pay, but means that if
you had to borrow you could, and you could pay it back
in a reasonable amount of time.

When we have enough, we tend to spend our thoughts
and energies planning our future with the “enough”
that we have. We dream and plan, even if it turns out
simpler than we imagined. The “enough” that we have
are the blessings we build upon. Those who know
they “have enough” are historically the most generous
people on earth. Churches know it, those who conduct
giving campaigns know it, and businesses know it. It is
typically the lower tiers of wage earners who give the
highest percentage of what they have to help others.
Perhaps the primary reason is because they know the
ones who “don't have enough” firsthand.
For the ones who “don't have enough”, not having
enough often makes the blessings feel like burdens that
force the entire household to make hard choices. Food,
clothing, housing, health, school, daycare, activities,
transportation, insurance, bills, loans, job, birthdays,
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anniversaries, and graduations. The reality is: if your
ten year old can prioritize these for you, you are
probably struggling with not enough.
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At CCM, we cannot provide the basic income to
stabilize a household in crisis or provide enough
to sustain any one of the basic needs over time,
but we can help to address the unexpected in a
manner that allows a family to recover. We can
provide insight into household budgeting and offer
education and training for financial stability. We can
and we do because of you.
Already in 2021 we have provided over $600,000
in financial assistance to households in crisis. As
you read this, 13 households are involved in our
“Breaking Free from the Money Traps” training. Our
team is developing a new course entitled “Gaining
Control of your Money”, subtitled “Before it Controls
You”. Whatever the cause, there are many in our
community who don't have enough. The good news
is that it is a problem that can be solved. CCM is
working to help adults improve their employability,
parents stabilize their households so their children
can develop and achieve academically, and senior
citizens to remain independent and engaged. Thank
you for making our role possible.
I hope your Thanksgiving this year will be all about
“enough.”
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FOOD PROGRAM ADDS

LATE AFTERNOON HOURS
FOR WORKING FAMILIES IN NEED

Cooperative Christian Ministry (CCM) added
THURSDAY AFTERNOON HOURS to its Crisis
Center Food Pantry, beginning this Thursday,
November 4. In addition to being open MondayFriday, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, the Food Pantry also
will be open on Thursdays from 3:30 to 6:30 PM.
CCM recognizes that there are members of our
community who do have jobs, but are still facing
food insecurity, due to a crisis in the household
situation or the high costs of housing. However, they
are unable to come to the Crisis Center Food Pantry
without taking time away from work. Thus, these

special hours should make it possible for these
working households to still get food assistance.
The Crisis Center Food Pantry, located at 246
Country Club Drive NE in Concord, currently
operates as a drive-through food pantry. CCM will
serve the same food as during its regular hours,
including fresh produce, bread and bakery items,
USDA TEFAP (The Emergency Food Assistance
Program) frozen meat and dairy, as well as the usual
non-perishables. Households may come for food
assistance once each calendar month.

From Our Director of
Community Engagement, Jeremy Burleson

A SEASON OF THANKS
As the Fall season is upon us and Thanksgiving arrives, I encourage each and every
one of us to pause and take notice in the change of season. The beauty of God’s
creation around us this time of year articulates itself in many ways, notably with the
red, yellow and orange colors of changing leaves. This is also a time to truly reflect
on and consider the many blessings we experience each day. Those blessings likely
include the gifts of loving parents, siblings, relatives, neighbors and friends… or even
financial security, the privilege to be employed or a house to call our home.
In the midst of our own gratitude, it is just as important in this season, to be mindful of those struggling or
those much less fortunate. This Thanksgiving season offers us an invitation to recommit ourselves in a way
that could make a difference to the most vulnerable members of our community. Perhaps, that is sharing
ourselves with an elderly family member, neighbor or friend and allow them the time to share themselves
with you in return. To share their knowledge… To share their spirit… To share their abundance of love. It is
through that sharing that we show our gratitude to God for them.

“Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase
your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched
in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your
generosity with result in thanksgiving to God.”
– 2 Corinthians 9:10-11

Or maybe it is volunteering your time and energy
for the first time at a community food pantry or
donating goods or services to support your local
nonprofits. Or giving financially because God has
blessed you in abundance. Or just simply, and most
significant, PRAY for those that God has placed in
occupations to be difference-makers for these more
vulnerable populations.
Whatever it is that you DO, the most important part
is that you take action and DO SOMETHING, but
doing so with a spirit of thankfulness!

“The Lord is my strength and my shield; in Him my
heart trusts, and I am helped; my hearts exults and
with my song I give thanks to Him.” – Psalms 28:7
Let’s put our Thanksgiving into action in 2021
and give God the opportunity to come alive in us
through the sharing of our gifts with others! CCM
asks that you pray alongside us this season and ask
God for His guidance as you seek for opportunities
to share such gifts!

A REAL-LIFE STORY OF HOPE
From our Financial Assistance Team
Jessica is a single mom of a special needs child. She tries to work a full-time job, but due to lack of childcare,
she has been forced to decrease her work status to part-time. Jessica has respiratory health issues and
has missed work recently due to illness. Between her earned income and the child support payment that
she receives, she barely gets by each month paying the bills. This month her power bill was higher than
average and she was forced with the decision of paying the power bill to avoid disconnection or paying the
rent. Jessica came to CCM facing a difficult decision, one that would be difficult for anyone to make. CCM
provided guidance, prayers, rental assistance and most importantly…..HOPE.

CAREER
CHOICES &
FUNDAMENTALS

Provide resources to
successfully transition
into careers that support
financial stability
• Workforce Readiness and
Workplace Disciplines
• Foundations to Support Work and Career

CAREER
UTCOMES
to Emerging &
CHOICES
FOR • Starts and Transitions
Career Paths
FUNDAMENTALS
CHILDREN
• Apprenticeships and Entrepreneurship

SERVING

A staff
person from NC Works is available at the Dream Center, Suite
SENIOR
110-F
on
Tuesday’s from 9am - 4pm.
ADULTS
NC Works is North Carolina's workforce system. Job seekers can
search for jobs, create resumes, and find education and training. The
NC Works Career Center system is a partnership of local workforce
development professionals providing an array of services geared to
assisting area residents with defining career pathways, work readiness
and employment search.
JOB SEEKING SERVICES PROVIDED BY NC WORKS:
• Career exploration information and planning
• Resume assistance and cover letter preparation
• Interview preparation

SERVING

• Access
to skill assessment tools, including Centralina Career
SENIOR
Headlights

ADULTS

• Workshops on relevant career issues
• Up-to-date Labor Market information
• Computers with internet access

CLICK TO VIEW
the full Strategic Plan

• Fax machines/copiers/printers
• NCWorks Online services		
www.ncworks.gov
• Information on partner and
community services

Adopt-A-Family
and

Senior Shoeboxes

There is no better time
than NOW to Give Back!
Are you and your family looking for a simple way to
“give back” this holiday season? Why not consider
adopting a family or packing a shoebox full of goodies
for a Senior. You will have the opportunity to make
someone’s Christmas much more meaningful!
You, your family, church group or business can "AdoptA-Family", pack a "Senior Care & Share Shoebox" or
simply drop off a gift card to be given to a family in
need, at our Crisis Center, located at 246 Country Club
Drive NE, Concord. For more information visit our
website.
To Adopt-A-Family or pack a Senior Shoebox for the
holidays contact Lorie Williams at 704-490-4245 or
lwilliams@cooperativeministry.com.

WHAT WILL YOUR LEGACY BE?
Create your life-changing legacy... REMEMBER Cooperative
Christian Ministry in your estate plan.
Legacy Giving ensures the sustainability of charitable causes you
care about without impacting your immediate finances.
It’s not about the size of your gift—it’s about sending the message
that your values will live on far into the future. Our gifts added
together create a powerful impact for generations to come.
For more information email:
mylegacy@cooperativeministry.com

Sign up to round up your
monthly City of Concord
Utility bill to the nearest dollar
and help keep the air, heat,
and lights on for hundreds of
families in need.

SIGN UP

Through this video series entitled “CCM’s Uptake,” CCM gives the Cabarrus
and Southern Rowan county community insight into a variety of relevant
community topics that align with the Mission of our Ministry.
Serving as program hosts, CCM’s Executive Director Ed Hosack and Director
of Community Engagement, Jeremy Burleson offer these 7-10 minutes
videos on a bi-monthly basis on CCM’s YouTube page.
The first two episodes in the series can be viewed by clicking below:
Episode 1 – “Introduction
to the Uptake & 2025 New
Horizon Strategic Plan”

EPISODE 4

DID YOU KNOW?
AmazonSmile has the same
products, prices, and shopping
features as Amazon.com. The
difference is when you shop at
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible
products to the charitable
organization of your choice.
Simply choose Cabarrus
Cooperative Christian Ministry.

DETAILS

Episode 4 – “Community
Engagement”

Episode 2 – “Hunger &
Food Insecurity”

Episode 5 – “Housing
Capacity”

EPISODE 5
Episode 3 – “CCM's 40th
Anniversary”

EPISODE 3

Episode 6 – “Education &
Support Services”

EPISODE 6

HONORING THE PAST

Since its inception
in 1982, the
Cabarrus County
CROP HUNGER
WALK has been
an early October
staple event for
our community
year after year.
The impact of the
event, 40 years
in the making,
continues to make

a significant difference
in the battle against
hunger and poverty
in our community.
Captured here in
this Concord Tribune
newspaper clipping is
an event photo from
1984 where nearly
500 Cabarrus County
community members
participated in that
year’s walk!

“THANK YOU”

to everyone who
participated in the 2021
Cabarrus County CROP
Hunger walk, and a special
thanks to our sponsors:
Brothers Tire Sales
Cabarrus Eye Center
Calvary Lutheran Church
Cannon Pharmacy
Center Methodist Church
First Presbyterian Concord
Forest Hill UMC
He's Alive Church
Journey UMC
Lady's Funeral Home
McGill Baptist Church
Memorial UMC
Moose Pharmacy
Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church
SHOE SHOW, Inc.
St. James Lutheran Church
Trinity UMC
Whitley & Sons

In addition to money raised during the Crop Walk, more than
1300 pounds of food was collected! Over 2/3 of the food was
donated by Carolina International School, thanks to the National
Honor Society students and their faculty advisor, Mr. Tony Grant
(pictured above).

AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING
WE ARE OFF TO A GREAT START! Through our partnership
with certified teachers from Cabarrus County Schools, we have students
in grades ranging from first to ninth grade in our Housing Program who
are part of our tutoring program. Not only are they completing their
homework, but the children are also enjoying Fall-related activities.
It has been my privilege to serve children from My Father’s House, the Mothers & Children Home, and CCM
teaching houses through this tutoring program. We provide a safe space where the children can get help with
their homework or work on skills appropriate for their grade level. We try to show God’s love to each child
and make time for work, snacks and play. Some of our special times include Halloween sensory activities,
Santa Store, Easter activities and end of the year activities. We hope to eventually continue our summer camp
where students "Explore, Express and Experience" the world.
— Jan Smith, Tutor

Thank you!
• Pitts Baptist Church, for hosting our Housing
Program’s Moving Ahead celebration.
• St. James the Greater Catholic Church hosted
our last mobile food pantry of the year on October
28th. This pantry was co-sponsored by the Knights
of Columbus and Calvary Lutheran Church.
• Mt. Gilead Reformed Church recently held a
bean packing party and food drive, donating 400
lbs. of dried beans and 1000 lbs of groceries.
• The Full Circle Club of Cabarrus Rotary held a
food packing event at the Crisis Center, bagging
100 lbs. of dried pinto beans and 150 lbs. of rice.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DIRECTOR
OF HOUSING! Amaha Sheferaw has recently completed
a rigorous Intensive Track Program via Zoom (64 hours in 8
consecutive days!) He was awarded a Certificate in Nonprofit
Management. Way to go, Amaha!

246 Country Club Drive NE, PO Box 1717
Concord, NC 28026 TEL: 704-786-4709

GIVE ONLINE: www.CooperativeMinistry.com or TEXT: ccmhelps to 44321

